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the head of a large army, to join Hamid Khan. Hamid
Khan had already procured intelligence of the movements
of Shuja'at Khan and it was decided to capture Ahmeda-
bad by surprise. When Ibrahim Oull Khan was apprised
of this situation, he wrote pressing letters to Shuja'at
Khan who was busy, at that time, touring the districts
and receiving and assigning tribute in different parts of
Gujerat. On receiving intelligence that Hamid Khan had
taken possession of several villages, he advanced towards
Ahmedabad, About eight miles from that city a
bloody battle was fought between Hamid Khan and
the Marathas of Kantaji on the one side and Shuja'at
Khan on the other. The latter's soldiers being mostlv
inexperienced in this art of warfare, got frightened and
dispersed in flight. Shuja'at Khan was killed and
many were captured by the Marathas, among the
latter being Husain Quli Khan and Mustafa Quli
Khan, sons of Shuja'at Khan. Ibrahim Quli Khan
managed to save his life, and by the intervention of
Safdar Khan Babi obtained pardon and was well-received
by Hamid Khan who offered him consolation. Hamid
Khan's authority was again established and acknowledged
in Ahmedabad, Momin Khan, cllwan of the Subah and
Fidwi Khan and other nobles of the city of Ahmedabad',
both Hindus and Muslims, came to wait on Hamid Khan
and offered their allegiance. Kantaji appointed his
collectors of cliauih in different parts of Gujerat. Hamid
Khan also appointed his own men to important posts and
confiscated all the Jaglr lands, in his own favour* He did
not conceal his designs upon the property and other effects
of Shuja'at Khan, his brothers and co-workers. Hearing
of this, Ibrahim Quli Khan, being a past-master in
intrigue, succeeded in winning over Muhammad 'All, one
of the most influential musket-masters of Hamid Khan
and tried to kill the latter in the fort in a most treacherous
manner. He went to the fort where Hamid Khan was
lodging and tried to force his way by violence to his apart-